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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
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13 the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. □ This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized 

by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed Invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
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b. format of material: 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 
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□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: WO 03/078793 A (ABB OFFSHORE SYSTEMS AS [NO]; OESTERGAARD . 

. INGE [NO]) 25 September 2003 
D2: WO 2005/083228 A (ENHANCED RECOVERY LTD DES [GB]; DONALD IAN 

[GB]; REID JOHN [GB]; CRAWF) 9 September 2005 
D3: WO 03/033868 A (ALPHA THAMES LTD [GB]; APPLEFORD DAVID ERIC 

[GB]; LANE BRIAN WILLIAM [) 24 April 2003 
D4: WO 00/47864 A (FMC CORP [US]; ANDERSEN TORE [NO]; BREDA JOEREN 

[NO]; GATHERAR NICHOLA) 1 7 August 2000 
D5: WO 2005/047646 A (ENHANCED RECOVERY LTD DES [GB]; DONALD IAN 

[GB]; REID JOHN [GB]) 26 May 2005 cited in the application 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT.. 

Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
A system, comprising: 

a first module (3) configured to process fluid from a well, wherein the first module 
comprises: 

an extension conduit having a connection that is coupleable to a central mandrel of a 
manifold; (see figure 1) t 
a processing device (3a) arranged in a region surrounding the extension conduit; 
a processing input; and 
a processing output (see figure 22). 

2.2 Documents D2-D4 also disclose all technical features of claim 1 . 
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3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-11, 13-17, 19-21,23, 25 

Dependent claims 2-11,1 3-1 7, 1 9-21 , 23, 25 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), see 
the documents D1-D5 and the corresponding passages cited in the ISR. 



The various definitions of the subject-matter given in the plurality of independent 
claims, namely 1 ,12,18,22 and 24, each reciting a different combination of limitations 
expressed at different levels of generalizations and largely repetitive, are such that 
the claims as a whole are not clear and concise. The requirements of Article 6 PCT, 
therefore, are not met. 
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